To the 95th anniversary of the VI Congress of the Russian Association of Physicists — Volga
Congress

VI Congress of the Russian Association of Physicists

In August 1928, the VI Congress of the Russian Association of Physicists (RAP) was held in the
USSR with broad international representation. Among the foreign guests invited by Academician
A.F. loffe were famous scientists from Germany, England, France, Holland, USA, Poland and
Czechoslovakia: Anton E. Van Arkel, Max Born, Léon N. Brillouin, Charles G. Darwin
(grandson of the creator evolutionary theory of Charles R. Darwin), Peter J.W. Debye, Paul A.M.
Dirac, Rudolf W. Ladenburg, Richard E. von Mises, Robert W. Pohl, Peter Pringsheim, Owen
W. Richardson, Philipp Frank and others.

Among the participants of the congress were 6 future Nobel Prize winners: O.W. Richardson
(prize 1929 for 2028), P.A.M. Dirac (1933), P.J.W. Debye (1936), M. Born (1954), N.N.
Semyonov (1956), L.D. Landau (1962). The VI Congress of the RAP was distinguished by an
unusual (mobile) format: after holding plenary sessions at Moscow University, the congress,
named in the foreign scientific press as Volga Congress, continued its work on a steamboat
sailing along the Volga from Nizhny Novgorod to Stalingrad, with stops and lectures in
university cities (Nizhny Novgorod, Kazan, Saratov). 10 scientific sections headed by
academicians A.F. loffe and P.P. Lazarev worked at the congress on: molecular physics, optics,
electromagnetism, X-rays, geophysics, biophysics, physical and chemical, theoretical physics,
acoustics, technical physics. In Saratov, Anton E. van Arkel, Max Born, and Philipp Frank made
presentations at the Great Physical Auditorium of Saratov University. The materials of the
congress today can be regarded as an objective cross-section of the achievements of physics in
the late 1920s. Of the Russian participants in the congress (taking into account the students and
graduate students present), about 25 people subsequently became academicians and
corresponding members of the Academy of Sciences of the USSR: N.N. Semyonov, L.D.
Landau, S.I. Vavilov, G.S. Landsberg, L.I. Mandelstam, A.A. Andronov, V.K. Arkadiev, B.A.
Vvedensky, E.K. Zavoisky, I.K. Kikoin, V.N. Kondratiev, T.P. Kravets, G.V. Kurdyumov, M.A.
Leontovich, P.I. Lukirsky, 1.V. Obreimov, P.A. Rebinder, D.A. Rozhansky, A.N. Terenin, Ya.l.
Frenkel, S.E. Frish, A.N. Frumkin, V.V. Shuleikin, Yu.B. Khariton, et al.



Participants of the VI Congress of Russian Physicists on board the steamship “Aleksey Rykov”
(from left to right): ? (standing), P. Dirac, L.D. Landau (behind), C. Darwin, L.V. Rozenkevich
(standing), O. Richardson, D.D. Ivanenko, Ya.l. Frenkel, F. Frank, P. Debye, R. Pohl, August
1928



VI cne3gq PAD

B aBrycre 1928 1. B CCCP cocrosuics VI cwesn Poccuiickoi acconmanuu (pu3uKOB
(PA®) ¢ mmpoxuM MeXAYHAPOIHBIM TMPEICTABUTEILCTBOM. B dmciie 3apyOeKHBIX TOCTEH,
npuriameHHsix akageMukom A.@. Hodde, Obumn u3BecTHbIe yueHble U3 ['epmanuum, AHriauu,
Opanruy, Nommanauu, CIHA, Tlonsmm u YexocnoBakuu: Anton E. Ban Apkens, Makc bopH,
Jleon bpummrosn, Yapnws3 I'. JlapBuH (BHYK co3marensi 3BOJIONMMOHHOW Teopuu Yapnb3a P.
Japsuna), ITerep 1.B. Jle6aii, ITayns A. M. Jlupak, Pynons¢ B. JlagenGypr, Puuapn E. dou
Musec, Po6ept B. Iloins, [letep [puncreiim, Oysn B. Puuapacon, @ununn @pank u ap. Cpeau
YYaCTHUKOB Che3/Ia OKa3anuch 6 Oymymux naypearoB HoGemneBckoit mpemun: O.Y. Puuapicon
(mpemus 1929 r. 3a 2028 r.), II.AM. Jlupax (1933), ILI.B. Jle6ait (1936), M. Bopu (1954),
H.H. Ceménos (1956), JI.JI. Jlanmay (1962).

VI cbe3n PA® otnuuaiicss HeOOBIYHBIM (TIEPEABHIKHBIM) (POPMATOM: MPOBEJIS TICHAPHBIC
3aceaHusl B MOCKOBCKOM YHHUBEPCUTETE, ChE3]], Ha3BaHHBI B 3apy0e:KHOM Hay4yHOW IedaTu
kak Volga Congress, MpoJI0JDKUI CBOIO paboTy Ha mapoxoe, mibiBiieM no Bonre ot Hukuero
Hosropoaa no CranuHrpana, ¢ OCTAHOBKAMH M BBICTYIUICHHSIMH B YHHBEPCUTETCKUX TOpojax
(Hmwxnuuit HoBropon, Kazans, CaparoB). Ha cwe3ne paboranu pykoBoauMelie akajgemMukamu A.D.
Hodpde wm ILII. JlazapeBbim 10 HaydHBIX CEKIHMH TI0: MOJICKYJSIPHOH (DU3HKE, OITHKE,
JJeKTpOMarHeTusMy, JydaM Pentrena, reodusuke, Ouodusuke, GUNUYECKON XUMUH,
TEOpeTUUeCKOon (hU3HKe, aKyCTHUKE, TEXHUYECKOU (hU3HKe.

B CaparoBe ¢ poknmagamu B bonbmoit ¢usudeckoro ayautopun CapaToBCKOTO
yHHMBepcuTeTa BeicTynuiau AHToH E. Ban Apkens, Makc bopu n @ununn ®@paHk.

Martepuansl che3a B HAlM JHU MOTYT paccMaTpuBaThCsi Kak OOBEKTHUBHBIN cpe3
noctikeHuil gusuku koHma 1920-x romoB. M3 poccHiiCKMX y4YacTHHUKOB che3la (C y4eToM
INPUCYTCTBOBABILMUX CTYJEHTOB UM aCIHUPAHTOB) OKOJIO 25 4YENOBEK BIIOCIEIACTBUH CTaJld
akagemukamMu u wieHamu-koppecnonnentamu AH CCCP: H.H. Ceménos, JI.J. Jlannay,
C.U. BaBunos, I'.C. Jlanacbepr, J.M. Mangensmram, A.A. Aunapono, B.K. Apkanbes,
b.A. Beenenckuii, E.K. 3apoiickuii, M.K. Kukoun, B.H. Kongparees, T.II. Kpaseu, I'.B.
KypntomoB, M.A. JleontoBuu, II.W. Jlykupckuii, 11.B. Ob6peumon, II.A. Pebunnep, .A.
Poxanckuii, A.H. Tepenun, .. ®penkens, C.O. Opum, A.H. Opymkun, B.B. [lynelikun,
10.b. XapuroHn u np.



